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Madam President, 
 
At the outset, I would like to thank Executive Director for his informative statements and 
remarks. I also thank UNICEF for a comprehensive and insightful Annual Report on 
“Performance and results for 2014” and other relevant reports on the Agenda.   
 
Madam President,  
 
The Executive Board Meeting comes at a very timely and opportune moment when we are 
on the cusp of finalizing the post 2015 Development Agenda and commence preparations 
for the celebration of 70 Years of the United Nations in September. 
 
Despite progress on several indicators on situation of children worldwide, over 47% of the 
world’s 2.2 billion children continue to suffer from poverty and millions are vulnerable to 
existing and emerging challenges including armed conflict, climate change, epidemics and 
natural disasters.  In this context, we commend UNICEF and its staff for their important 
and key role in advancing and protecting the rights of child globally. 
 
We note that the Annual report highlights persisting regional disparities in the Strategic 
Plan’s seven outcome areas. Continued emphasis on equity and poverty eradication is 
essential for overcoming challenges to reducing these disparities. Particularly, investment in 
education and health in all developing countries must be a global imperative. The agreed 
actions should however, continue to be built in within the overall framework of national 
priorities and policies.  
 
UNICEF need to also continue to leverage South-South Cooperation, for larger benefit of 
children in the developing world. The need for UN system to provide more ‘muscle’ to the 
rising global South cannot be ignored.  
 
Use of innovation and technology would facilitate efforts in creating enabling environment 
towards meeting targets for all seven outcome areas of the Strategic Action Plan 2014-17. 
 
All of this will not be possible without political will and appropriate funding commitments 
by the international community. 
 
 
 
 



Mr. President, 
 
We welcome the progress in the four targeted priorities of the Gender Action Plan (GAP) 
2014-17. The positive results obtained by integrating gender mainstreaming must be 
sustained through capacity building and strengthening implementing institutions with 
adequate investment and deployment of   gender advisors at senior levels.  
 
Evaluation plays a vital role in organization control to enable it shape to face global 
challenges. Though we need to strive to increase the expenditure to at least 1 per cent of 
UNICEF programme spending, there is equally the need to strengthen mechanisms to 
implement management response and overcome acute capacity gaps in country and regional 
offices to enable implementation of agreed actions. Also, for improved normative functions, 
we must be able to consider them on the basis of key relevant evaluation results.  
 
The unique elaboration in the Report on the compliance with QCPR mandates in 
accordance with the resolution 69/237 of 2014, continues to provide a ready and 
informative reference to the organization’s performance. We also look forward to the 
planned review of the Global Reports Oversight System this year. 
 
Though Regular Resources have shown an increase of 4.7% from 2013, expansion of 
partnership, including with National committees and international financial institutions and 
civil society also needs careful consideration, within national frameworks and policies, so as 
to maintain steady flow of requisite funding.  Focus should continue to be on cost-
effectiveness and efficiency in actions. 
 
Mr. President, 
 
India has made considerable advancement in child rights. The government has been 
pursuing its agenda of inclusive growth and development, keeping in mind the best interests 
of over 472 million children with strong support and long standing partnership with 
UNICEF. We recognize the recent contribution of UNICEF as a key partner in our 
National Newborn Action Plan of 2014. With schemes like “Beti Bachoa and Beti Padao” 
(Save Daughters Educate Daughters) and “Sukanya Samriddhi Account”, special 
attention has been accorded to the girl child and her overall development.  A number of 
schemes, policies and programmes to serve children by establishing 'a culture of 
care' —from addressing the health of mothers to infants to children to 
adolescents only emphasize our commitment.  
 
India is strongly committed to working together with UNICEF for the realization of the 
vision of “well nurtured children with full opportunities for growth and development in a 
safe and protective environment”. We have in UNICEF, a trusted and reliable 
partner for enabling us to fulfill our vision. 
 
I Thank You. 


